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giving voice and expression to every noble thought. The
mysterious does not excite the feeling of worship, but the
ambition to understand. It does not pray--it works. It does not
answer inquiry with the malicious cry of blasphemy. Its feelings
are not hurt by contradiction, neither does it ask to be protected
by law from the laughter of heretics. It has taught man that he
cannot walk beyond the horizon--that the questions of origin
and destiny cannot be answered--that an infinite personality
cannot be comprehended by a finite being, and that the truth of
any system of religion based on the supernatural cannot by any
possibility be established -- such a religion not being within the
domain of evidence. And, above all, it teaches that all our duties
are here -- that all our obligations are to sentient beings; that
intelligence, guided...
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