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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1890. Excerpt: ... A TALK ON WOOD-ENGRAVING In his endeavor to give to others some insight into
the art of wood-engraving, the professional worker is beset with many difficulties. It is almost impossible for a
mind trained in certain directions, to divest itself of that training, and look upon its every day life work from an
impartial or public standpoint. A professional writer or speaker, with libraries and works of art at command,
has all the results of such work with which to form his opinions and theories, and can present them with less
feeling and prejudice; hence they carry more weight and he is better understood. Yet, while the reader of books
has the advantage in compiling a history of engraving, and while the tendency of both artist and engraver is to
exaggerate favorite aims, there is much that is interesting, much to assist independent opinion, (for the
outsider, ) if he can but visit an engraving room, there to see with his own eyes the materials used, and make
some acquaintance with the thought and feelings of the engraver, while he is studiously cutting away upon his
wooden blocks. Hence, as a starting point, we will assume that you have never seen an engraving upon wood,
or the appliances used in its construction, and that you have much curiosity to satisfy in this direction; and
while we are examining the materials and methods of the present, we will compare them with the past, and
thus...
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