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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Underground Storage
Tanks Water, 2000 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)48380410 Subject: Storage tanks -- Safety regulations -- United States.
Excerpt: . . . UST poses a current or future threat to the environment, the UST owner can be required to
perform a site assessment and, if necessary, corrective action. The first challenge with these USTs is locating
them. For those located, the second challenge is identifying and finding the owner. Finally, many of these tank
owners will either resist regulatory responsibility, or be financially unable to comply. For the purposes of this
report, USTs for which there is no known or financially viable owner will be classified as orphaned. EPA
estimates there are approximately 152, 000 abandoned unregistered USTs. As of September 1999, there were
approximately 760, 000 registered USTs, some of which have been abandoned. While no one knows how many
of these have been abandoned, based on the professional judgment of state UST managers, EPA estimates
approximately 5 percent, or 38, 000 active USTs have been abandoned. It is even more difficult to determine, or
even estimate, the unregistered USTs. This is especially true of the abandoned unregistered USTs which are
located throughout the nation. Although there are other ways to divide the UST universe, EPA believes the
breakdown into four broad major groups is the most useful for analyzing the issues in this plan. In the following
five chapters, the Agency discusses the five topics Congress directed EPA to consider by analyzing compliance
and ownership issues for the four groups of USTs discussed above. Report to Congress on a Compliance Plan
for the Underground Storage Tank Program Page 12 This item ships...
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